Comité de Pilotage du LIAFV (14/10/2014)

Présents :

Le Thuan Hoa, Coordinateur

Lionel Schwartz,  Coordinateur

Nguyen Huu Du 

Sinnou David 

Jean-Stéphane Dhersin 
Jean Dolbeault 
Victorine Reina-Manga

Michel Zinsmeister
Ngyen Dinh Cong Membre du Comité de Pilotage, vice president de la VAST  absent a fait parvenir un message, Laurent Grosclaude Membre du Comité de Pilotage  est excusé.
The aim of the LIAFV steering committee meeting is to give an overview of the past actions, and to talk about the future.

About the past 

Lionel Schwartz presents the past program. The main partners are 
· the Institute of Mathematics (VAST), UNV, College of Sciences, University of Education, Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City, HNUE Hanoi,.. 

· The CNRS laboratories: LAGA (UMR 7539) Paris 13, Mathematics Institute of Toulouse (UMR 5219), Federation Denis Poisson (FR2964) Tours, Orleans 

· other universities and laboratories on both sides: in particular on the french side: Marseille, Nice, Limoges, Paris 6, Paris 7, Paris 11, Polytechnique, Brest, Chambéry, ..

The central objective of the program is the training of PhD students, and to support young researchers in fundamental mathematics and applied Mathematics. There are no restrictions on mathematical  fields, however certain fields are particularly active: (geometry, toplogy, commutative algebra, complex analysis and geometry, optimization, discrete mathematics) and other are actively promoted (PDE, probability,…).

Two masters are involved in the program. 

· the MIM Institute of (VAST) and HNUE (ENS Hanoi) (M1 in Hanoï, M2 abroad)

· the master cohabilitated between Orleans (and other French universities including Paris 13) and the College of Sciences VNU Ho Chi Minh City (M2 in HCM City, internship in France)

For these programs, students need scholarships. For Hanoï, it is not really a problem : they can get scholarships easily (PGSM, Universities, ...) and usually  can also get a scholarship for a PhD after their M2. For HCM City, they need scholarship for their internship. Vietnam pays for the travel and local expenses in Vietnam of the French professors (the theoretical part of the master).  The internship has to be paid by French departments. 

About 50-60 % of the master students are doing a PhD. Between 2010 and 2014, more than 40 students got a PhD.
The LIAFV has also helped other programs. Two post docs (3 months) have been awarded directly by the CNRS for the LIA. The LIAFV has supported each year 2 or 3 one or two months visits of young researchers (paying for the flights and part of the local expenses), the LIAFV has supported a congress for PhD students in 11/2011 in Paris and the SMF-VMS congress in Hué in summer 2012 (Support has also been provided by the ARCUS program). It should be recalled that the Vietnamese part has given the most important part of the support for this congress. The LIAFV has also given support to a CIMPA school.
About the future

Vietnamese participants say that, each year, VIASM welcomes 12/20 foreign researchers for a stay of at least  1 month. VIASM can pay for local expenses for their visitors even for short stays (few days), and can pay also for the travel if they stay more that 2 months.  VIASM can also support the local expenses for the persons invited by their guests. The Vietnamese part hopes to receive in VIASM at least 3 french visitors for 2 months period each year, it is recalled than an office is at disposition in VIASM for these visits. Better advertising of these possibilities need to be achieved.
They also have a villa in Halong Bay for 15 persons, that can welcome meetings.
Sinnou David says that stays of at least 1 month is good, but it is difficult for researchers to come for long terms (because of teaching duties, family reasons ...). We have to identify people who we can encourage to apply, and help them if they need (delegation CNRS, ...).
Sinnou David also adds than Vietnamese young researchers also have to be helped to come in France. For the postdoc program, we cannot know in advance the number of positions. This year, there are very few positions (only 5 for the 10 LIA).
Sinnou David also adds that the possibilities of inviting more senior scientists from Vietnam though limited exist. The CNRS program of invitations (3 months) attracts regularly many applicants from Vietnam and the situation seems to be similar this year. Prospects that we can accomodate one invitation for a scientist from Vietnam seem good.
For the master program:

· In Hanoï, they have less students, since 322 program is over. They hope there will be new helps by the Vietnamese government in 2016. For the scholarships, Jean Dolbeault presents how FSMP can help, via PGSM. For some countries, PGSM has special programs. As only few students may come from Vietnam, it seems that the existing programs are enough to cover the scholarships for the students who come from Hanoï to do a M2 in France. Jean Stephane Dhersin and Jean Dolbeaut add that provided co-funding can be achieved, more FSMP can positively study the setting up of a special program for Vietnamese students should their number become larger.
· In HCM City, they have to find funding to cover their internships. The money seems not to be a problem, but because of administrative issues, some good students are lost. The main problem is to find somebody to manage these administrative issues and solve them for the students who are unable to cope with the system. Michel Zinsmeister says he can do that.

